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Insecticide
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onsalmon

Scientific experts fear ‘catastrophe’ if
Norwegian firm’s parasite treatment
is deployed on fish farms in Scotland

a-l;fk Macaskill and Jonathan Leake

A deadly Insecticide banned after being
blamed for the mass destruction of
Britain's begs and butterflies could be
deployed in UK salmon farms to cleanse
fish of parasites, despite warnings It
could kill many other forms of sea life.

The chemical Is a neonicorinold,
a group of chemicals recently banned on
land because they attack almost every
form of insect life when deployed by
farmers,

However, the ban does not apply to
the sea, ralsing concern that it could be
irialled - and eventually deployed — on
Scoftish fish farms.

Benchmark, & Norwegian compiany
behind the treatment, belleves it could
e a game-changer for aguac Rl

trial.
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in their nets.
Benchmark claims the waste water will

then be treated to remove the chemical
before being pumped back into the sea,
Scientists disagree, however, warning
that it is impossible to cleanse, and that
concentrations of oply one part in a
hillion can kill marine life.

Seotland’s salmon  farms  generate
about E620m a year, employ 12,000
people and are one of the country's
few non-oil success stories, Production
has increased by 76,000 tons per vear
since 2015,

However, conservationists say the
waste food, feces and chemicals
deployed by such farms devastate other
marine life, The prospect of a neonicotin-

old used in salm farming has
prompied an owcry from internatonal
scientists afier they learnt of the plans
from Don Staniford, a prominent anti-
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ment, BMEOS, can be safely used gn-hd;
described as one of the industry’s “great:
est challenges”.

‘fhe same month, the UK voted in
favour of a ban on the ouwtdoor use of
three neonicotinolds -~ clothianidin,
thiamethoxam and imidacloprid — after
the UK government’s advisary body on

Some scientists claim the
use of the chamieal at
Scots salmon farms would
Ibe ‘erazy’, but Benchmark
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o In treatments

the CleanTreat purification system “rep
resents a step change [rom current,
treatments, enabling  the
i y to safely

pesticides pointed 1o scientific evidence avold contamination of the

that the environmental risks posed by
neanicotinoids, particularly 1o bees and

pollinators, was greater than previously for Scientific Re E
thought, e a theuse.d

alers,
Jean-Marc Bonmating from the French  in-water,




